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she believed it was not my custom.    There was a little
supper, and we parted at twelve o'clock.

cMy Princessly history is only for yourself, for I
confess I think her confidence in me is more natural

than discreet.'

'Beckenham: July 19, 1798.

CI have heen a man of Kent all this time. On
Tuesday I wrote you a line from Eden Farm ; on that
day I transferred myself to the Bennets, where the
Palmerstons were also, and on Wednesday everybody
in the parish was to dine at the Duchess of Hamilton's ;
but an invitation to dine at Blackheath broke all that
private plan up.

6 The company had not well recovered their lamenta-
tions on the loss of Wednesday, before the Princess and
Miss Hayman arrived on horseback, and meaning ap-
parently to stay half an hour, but it ended in their
staying to dinner and till supper-time. The evening
was rather long, particularly to me, for the Princess
got into one of her confidential conversations, and as
she spoke extremely low I was kept in a state of
straining attention, both as to the ear and to the brain,
for several long hours, while a very large company sat
round in a circle doing nothing, not speaking out, and
looking on with fatigue and impatience. When the
carriage drove off, Bennet took off his coat and flew
about the room, huzzaing and capering for joy; how-
ever, he went to dinner yesterday and was compara-
tively tame. We were a small and pleasant company ;
the men, Lord Auckland, Lord Crwydir, Bennet, and